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AN addition to the sanitary resources of London, sug-
gested years ago by THE LANCET, will be completed next
May, in the form of a floating swimming-bath moored on
the site of the late Hungerford Bridge. The bath, built of
glass and corrugated iron, will be light and graceful in
appearance, and will accommodate 1200 swimmers at one
time. A second bath, of still larger dimensions, is being
constructed in Pimlico, and will be ready in June.

THE mortality in Preston has lately been very high.
During the quarter ending 31st ult. the deaths were greatly
in excess of the births. At a late meeting of the board of
guardians it was stated that there were in the workhouse
nine cases of typhoid and scarlet fever, ten cases of small-
pox, and twenty-six of measles, the latter disease being un-
usually prevalent. 

____

THE Siamese Twins-whose joint-stock partnership in
life (commenced before the days of 11 limited liability") gave
point to so many allusions, political and social-are now no
more. They died at their residence in North Carolina on
the ’l7th inst., at the age of sixty-three. Eng survived
Chang two hours. We shall give particulars of their death
in an early number. ____

ON Tuesday, the 13th inst., a complimentary banquet
was given to B. Barrow, Esq., J.P., F.R.C.S., consulting
surgeon to the Isle of Wight Royal Infirmary, as a mark of
the respect in which he is held in the town and neighbour-
hood. The attendance was very large, and all the most in-
jluential gentry and tradesmen were present.

WE believe that the rumoured diminution of the official

salary of the Director-General of the Army Medical Depart-
ment is without any foundation. Considering that the
post is already about the worst paid in the world, a rumour
to an exactly opposite effect might possibly be nearer the
truth. 

____

IN consequence of the great number of children now
under medical treatment at the Norwood schools of the
Lambeth guardians, it has been decided to suspend the
order for fresh admissions into the school.

DR. BRADBURY, Linacre Lecturer, Cambridge University,
will resume his lectures on pathology on Tuesday, the
27th January. The lectures will be delivered on the same

day throughout the term. 
-

DR. J. BRAXTON HICKS has lately been elected an Honorary
Member of the Obstetrical Society of Philadelphia.

--

BLOOD-STAINS.

A COMMISSION composed of several eminent physicians
’has recently, at the instance of the Medico-Legal Society of
Paris, made an investigation and supplied a report on the
tests for blood in blood-stains. The report appears in the
" Annales d’Hygiene" for July, and a good translation has
been made of the paper by Dr. Denig, which has been
published in the Cincinitaii Lancet and Observer for October.
The examination of a blood-stain may be divided into three

parts-the histological, the chemical, and that by means of
spectrum analysis. As regards the histological investiga-
tion little need be said. The form and size of blood-globules
in man are so characteristic that if any of the blood can be
obtained in the fluid state no difficulty should arise in their
determination; fortunately also they preserve their cha-
a-acters to a great extent when dried, and if treated with
appropriate reagents they may then be also easily reco-
gnised. To this end it is important that the addition of

pure water should be avoided, as the corpuscles swell up
and become invisible. The little speck or clot should be
allowed to macerate in some fluid similar to the serum of
the blood, of which a good imitation may be made by dis-
solving four parts of chloride of sodium and three hundred
parts of white of egg in twenty-seven hundred parts of
water. Another fluid is the iodised serum of Schultze,
which is made from amniotic liquor to which a few drops of
tincture of iodine have been added. A solution of one-half

per cent. of common salt in distilled water is also a good
menstruum. When minute clots have been macerated
according to their age, from a few minutes for a recent
speck to a day or two for one of some years’ standing, they
become discoloured, and the presence of fibrine and white
corpuscles may then be recognised under the microscope.
Even when the red corpuscles can no longer be discerned,
but more satisfactorily if some of the fresh blood can be
obtained, its presence may be determined by means of the
spectroscope. If a few drops of blood be added to a little
water, so as to confer upon it a delicate peach-blossom
colour, and the tube be fixed in the opening of the spectro-
scope, the luminous rays of the spectrum which pass through
the liquid present two bands of absorption between the lines
D and E of Fraiinhoferin the yellow and green. These bands
are the same as those that occur with a solution of the crystals
of h&aelig;moglobin. On the addition of reducing agents, as
hydrogen, or tartrate of the oxide of tin, to the blood, the
spectrum of reduced h&aelig;moglobin is obtained, characterised
by a single absorption-band as large as the two bands of
unreduced haemoglobin, and commencing a little to the left
of the line D of Fraiinhofer. The next proceeding is to
obtain crystals of the chlorohydrate of beematin. A little
of the blood is placed on a glass slide, and dissolved by the
addition of a drop of water, and an exceedingly small
quantity of chloride of sodium is then added. A tl.in glass
cover is then superimposed, and a little glacial acetic acid
is allowed to penetrate beneath the glass cover. The slide
is held over a spirit-lamp to the point of ebullition under
.the microscope ; highly characteristic crystals will now be
seen, or if not, a little more acid may be added, and the heat
reapplied. The crystals are small, rhombohedral, and of a
dirty-brown colour, and with a little practice can be
obtained from a quantity of blood scarcely recognisable by
the naked eye.

Finally, resort may be had to the chemical test with tinc-
ture of guaiacum. For this purpose a tincture of guaiacum
is prepared by digesting a portion of resin, taken from the
centre of a large piece, in alcohol of the density of 80&deg;; in
another vessel some binoxide of hydrogen (antozone) is
mixed with some pure sulphuric ether and preserved in a
cool place secured from light. When the tissue on which
the suspected spot is situated is white, and can be washed,
it should be placed in a small capsule of glass or porcelain,
and moistened with a little cold distilled water in order to
entirely dissolve the stain. The liquid is then decanted, and
a few drops of the tincture of guaiacum and ozonised ether
are then added. When blood is present the liquid imme-
diately acquires a blue or greeniAh-blue colour. The suspi-
cious stains are not unfrequently found on vestments of
different colours and material which deprive them of their
characteristic brown appearance, or render them nearly in-
visible. When such is the case, or they have been im-
perfectly washed out, Dr. Taylor recommends the following
method of procedure :-The suspected portions of tissue are
moistened with distilled water. Two or three sheets of
white blotting-paper, previously tested by the guaiac pro-
cess, are forcibly pressed on the moistened sur&icirc;ace over the
spots. If they be due to the colouring matter of the blood,
a stain of a red or a yellowish-red tint is communicated to
the paper. A few drops of the guaiac tincture should now
be allowed to fall on these spots on the paper. Should a

blue colour immediately become manifest, the presence ofblood is doubtful, and a physico-chemical examination
} must be made both with the spectrum and search for
hsematin crystals in order to determine the absence or pre-sence of blood. If, on the other hand, the stains on the

blotting-paper undergo no change in colour on the addition
of the tincture of guaiacum, a few drops of the ozonised ether
are poured on. As in the former case, if blood be present
the stain on the paper will acquire a blue colour, varying
from a pale sky-blue to a deep indigo, in proportion to the
amount of blood present. It must not be forgotten, how-
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ever, that the presence of nasal mucus, saliva, or pus will give
rise to similar results. Should, however, no colour manifest
itself after the successive employment of both the guaiac
and the ozonised ether, the stain on the cloth or other sub-
stance is not due to the colouring matter of the blood. It
will thus be seen that in any suspected case, in order to
arrive at a definite conclusion in regard to the presence of
blood, the expert should always in the very beginning
divide the matter at his disposal into four parts, using the
first in histological analysis, the second for spectral, the
third for the production of crystals, and the fourth for
Taylor’s guaiac process.

THE GOLD COAST.

THE daily papers have contained such full accounts of
all that has taken place in connexion with the Ashantee
Expedition that our information has been in a very great
measure forestalled. The doctors’ and engineers’ war

appears to be progressing most favourably so far, and the
tone that is now adopted in reference to the prospects of
the campaign has undergone a complete change. It must

not be forgotten, however, that the most difficult part of
the expedition has just commenced. We have never shared
the apprehensions that have been so generally entertained
as to the health aspects of the campaign; on the contrary,
we have always expressed the conviction that if the Expe-
dition were carried out in the way and under the conditions
which we have indicated, it need not be attended with any
disastrous results, as far ar, the health of the troops is con-
cerned. The main difficulty of the undertaking, which is
only now beginning to be realised, is that of transport and
commissariat beyond the Prah. The old maxim must never
be forgotten, that an army "marches on its belly"; and the
difficulty of feeding the European force on the march from
the Prah to Coomassie will be very great. Large supplies
of all kinds are present at Prahsu. Beyond that the force
must advance very slowly and cautiously, "feeling" the
enemy, as it is termed. By this time the invasion of the
Ashantee territory beyond the Prah is a fact, and the news
by the few next succeeding mails will be anticipated with
great anxiety. That Coomassie will be taken we have no
doubt, and if our reasonable expectations are to be fulfilled,
the European force will have re-embarked and left the coast
before April, when the advent of the rainy or unhealthy
season may be expected. We are very glad to observe that
the admirable arrangements on board the hospital-ship
Victor Emanuel met with approbation at Sierra Leone,
and we think the medical officers on board exercised a wise
discretion in taking every precaution against the risk of
infection from the shore. The shipping and invaliding
arrangements appear to us excellent and adequate to the
requirements of the service, and, as we understand, they
have since been supplemented by additional transport
vessels sent from this country, to meet the possible out-
break of yellow fever, and the consequent necessity for the
rapid removal of all Europeans. The instructions promul-
gated by Sir Garnet Wolseley in his general order, as far
as regards the sanitary precautions and suggestions which
he has laid down, are very clear and practical. They em-
brace all the points on which we have so frequently dwelt.
It is very reassuring to us to have our opinion confirmed
by such undeniable authority, that the climate is much
better and more pleasant in the interior than on the sea-
shore ; and, if ordinary precautions are taken, there is no
reason why any of the troops should suffer in health during
the few weeks that they may have to remain in the country.

SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF WIDOWS AND ORPHANS
OF MEDICAL MEN.-At the quarterly court of directors, held
on Jan. 14th, the president (Dr. Burrows) in the chair,
&pound;1266 10s. was distributed to fifty-eight widows and twenty-
four children. The expenses of the quarter amounted to
&pound;57 18s. 3d. Fresh applications for assistance were re-
ceived from two widows, and grants were made to them in
accordance with the rules of the Society. Two new members
were elected, and proposals of membership accepted from
three candidates.

Correspondence.

MR. GAMGEE’S REPORT ON ANTISEPTIC
SURGERY.

.. Audi alteram partem:’

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Scientific and professional controversies are so

to become personal, to the common detriment of truth and
friendship, that I shall say very few words on Professor
Lister’s note in your current issue. At my request, your
printer sent him proofs of my two articles on the antiseptic
system. The first proof was returned to me -with several
corrections, all of which I accepted and sent on to your
printer, who faithfully incorporated them. The second
proof (now before me, with covering envelope) was returned
without a correction, and with this brief note :&mdash;" Nothing
to suggest as to matters of fact. In great haste.-J. L."
In revising the second proof, the only material alteration

I made, containing one of the passages objected to by Mr.
Lister, was the following :-‘&deg; In fact what is wanted is a

thorough scientific examination of the whole question (the-
treatment of wounds), discarding the fatal bias of a fixed
theoretical preoccupation, and only striving to collect, co-
ordinate, and digest the facts on which alone a comprehen-
sive and sound judgment can be pronounced." Is this

bringing a personal charge, or affirming, in the broadest
terms, a real want of cotemporary scientific surgery ?
My second article (THE LANCET, Jan. 10th), concluded

with a plea in extenuation for the freedom of unconven-
tional, yet most kindly intentioned, utterance; and, having
nothing to retract, I still rely on generous men accepting
that plea in the spirit in which, as the whole context proves,
it was proffered by,

Your obedient servant,
SAMPSON GAMGEE.I Birmingham, Jan. 17th, 1873.

CLOSING OF THE OUT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT
OF THE GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Referring to your notice in THE LANCET of the 3rd

instant relative to the closing of the out-patient department
of this hospital, I beg leave herewith to enclose a copy of
an announcement which is, by order of the Executive Com-
mittee, about to be inserted in the newspapers.

I would add that the committee, in taking the measure
above referred to, have, to a great extent, been impelled to-
do so by the acknowledged abuse of medical out-patient

relief as at present administered, and contemplate re-

opening the closed departments with such rules as may at
least in some measure remedy the evils attending the present
system.
Requesting that you will favour me by inserting this

letter in the next issue of your paper,
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

ALFRED PHILLIPS, Major, Secretary.
The Great Northern Hospital, Caledonian-road, N.,

January 16th, 1874.

GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL, CALEDONIAN-ROAD.
NOTICE.-Closing of the Oitt-patients’ Department.-The

Executive Committee hereby give notice that since the

publication of their report for the official year ending June
30th, 1873, they have been compelled to close temporarily
the greater portion of the out-patients’ department of this

, hospital for the following reasons :-
’ (a) That the expenses of this hospital so seriously exceed
the amount of annual subscriptions to be depended upon,
that, having regard to the especial claims of the in-patients’
wards, the proper maintenance of which they conceive to be
their first duty, they consider, in the present state of the
charity’s finances, they would not be justified in keeping
open the out-patients’ department at the expense of being
compelled to close one of the wards.

(b) They feel very strongly with those who consider that
the out-patient department of hospitals, as conducted at
present, is an absolute source of weakness to their efficient


